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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tamwovth 
Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  of 
the  Rural  District  of  Tamworth  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1937. 


SECTION  A. 

1.  Area. 

Tamworth  Rural  District  in  the  County  of  Warwick  has  an 
area  of  21,944  acres. 

The  chief  industry  is  connected  with  coal-mining  in  the 
Warwickshire  Coalfields.  The  other  industries  include  the  manufacture 
of  terra-cotta,  sanitary  appliances  and  bricks. 

2.  Population. 

The  resident  population  for  the  area  was  estimated  by  the 
Census  of  1931  as  14,151  and  by  the  Registrar-General  for  1937  as 
14,240. 


3. 


•> 


Births. 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was  250 
as  compared  with  235  for  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a  birth-rate 
of  1485  per  1,000  population. 

Of  the  births,  121  were  males  and  129  females 

There  were  8  illegitimate  births,  4  males  and  4  females. 

There  were  6  still-births  registered,  being  a  rate  of  24  per 
1,000  live  births. 

4.  Deaths. 

During  the  year  1937,  154  deaths  were  registered,  80  males  and 
74  females,  making  a  death  rate  of  9  72. 

5.  Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  15  were  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  showing  an  infant  mortality  of  60  per  1,000  live  births. 


Legitimate  15 
Illegitimate 


M.  F. 
9  6 


The  causes  of  infant  deaths  as  notified  were  as  follows  : — 


Prematurity  and  Debility 

Pneumonia 

Other  causes 


11 


2 


2 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  all  deaths. 


All  Causes. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

_ 

2 

Measles 

— 

_ 

3 

Scarlet-fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza 

3 

3 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

4 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

1 

_ 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

7 

10 

14 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

1 

6 

16 

Heart  Disease 

21 

14 

17 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

5 

19 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

6 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

2 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

_ 

23 

Diarrhoea  etc.  (two  years  and  over) 

— 

1 

24 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

25 

Cerrhosis  of  the  Liver 

— 

_ 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  etc. 

— 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

3 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformations, 
etc 

7 

4 

32 

Senility 

6 

4 

33 

Suicide 

1 

_ 

34 

Other  Violence 

9 

2 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

9 

5 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

_ 

_ 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above). 

— 

_ 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Totals 

80 

74 

4 


SECTION  B. 

The  staff  consists  of,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part  time,  whole 
time  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

By  arrangement  between  the  Warwickshire  County  Council 
and  the  University  of  Birmingham,  the  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district  are  enabled  to  utilise  the  laboratory  at  the  University  for  all 
their  needs. 

(2)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

These  are  adequate  for  the  district. 

(3)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  nurses  are  employed  by  voluntary  agencies  with  the 
help  of  the  County  Council,  in  all  the  villages  of  the  Authority. 

(4)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

School  clinics  and  baby  clinics  are  held  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  through  his  assistants. 

(5)  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  hospitals  situated  in  the  District. 

The  Tamworth  General  Hospital  is  largely  used  by  the  people 
of  the  district  for  acute  surgical  illnesses. 

The  Poor  Law  Infirmary  and  Institution  situated  in  Tamworth 
is  used  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  beds  for  Warwickshire  patients 
suffering  from  chronic  illnesses. 

The  Tamworth  Isolation  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases  is 
governed  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board,  the  Borough  and  Rural  District 
Councils  are  the  considered  Authorities. 

SECTION  C. 

(l)  Water. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Tamworth 
Joint  Waterworks  from  a  well  situated  at  Hopwas.  The  new 
reservoir  at  Hopwas  was  completed  and  was  opened  on  to  supply  on 
September  16th,  raising  the  pressure  throughout  the  Area  of  Supply 
12  lbs.  to  the  square  inch,  in  addition  to  feeding  the  existing 
reservoir  at  Glascote  Heath  by  gravitation.  The  total  storage  of  the 
two  reservoirs  is  now  2 \  million  gallons,  or  three  days  supply  during 
the  summer  months. 
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The  following  is  an  analysis  taken  on  16th  November,  1937  : — 


Total  Solid  matter  dried  at  212°F 

33-70 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Albuminoid 

0-0015 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0-54 

Chlorine 

2-9 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F 

0  002 

Appearance 

Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination 

None 

pH  Value 

7-4 

Hardness  before  boiling 

14-5° 

„  after 

6-7° 

Temporary  Hardness 

do 

0 

Expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

This  water  is  chemically  of  satisfactory  quality. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL. 

Count.  On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours’ 

incubation  at  37°c.  2  colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours’ 
incubation  at  20° — 22Qc.  10  colonies  per  ml. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  coli).  Nil  per  100  ml. 
after  48  hours’  incubation  at  37 °c. 

This  sample  shows  no  bacteriological  evidence  of  recent  sewage 
pollution. 

The  clause  in  the  Ministry  Report  No.  71  suggests  “that  when 
a  Public  Water  Supply  contains  not  more  than  two  presumptive  coli 
per  100  ml.  the  sample  may  be  regarded  as  reasonably  satisfactory.” 

The  parish  of  Kingsbury  has  a  piped  supply  from  three  sources, 

viz:  — 

Dumble  Springs,  for  Kingsbury  Village  and  Bodymoor  Heath. 
Baxterley,  for  Hurley  and  Whateley. 

Dosthill  by  the  Tamworth  Joint  Waterworks. 

The  parishes  of  Newton  Regis,  Austrey  and  Middleton  and 
Seckington  are  now  supplied  by  new  mains  laid  down  by  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(2)  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  served  by  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Joint  Committee. 
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Outfall  Works ,  Coton.  The  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  these 
works  during  1937  was  292,986,750  gallons  as  compared  with 
314,062,990  gallons  in  1936,  the  respective  rainfalls  being  25-60  ins. 
as  against  30-81  ins. 

The  final  effluent  after  secondary  treatment  over  land  has  been 
satisfactory  throughout  the  period. 

Amington.  The  sewage  works  at  Amington  has  maintained  a 
fair  effluent  and  the  two  pumping  stations,  Moor  Lane  and  Pretty 
Pigs  have  been  kept  in  good  order. 

Kingsbury.  A  fail  effluent  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year  at  the  sewage  works  at  Cliff,  Wood  End,  Hurley  Village  and 
Hurley  Common,  and  the  pumping  station  at  Kingsbury  has  been 
kept  in  good  order.  New  sludge  drying  beds  have  been  constructed 
at  the  Hurley  Common  sewage  works. 

Wilnecote.  The  sewer  has  been  extended  along  Wilnecote 
Lane  to  Nine  Foot  Lane  some  250  yards  to  provide  for  building 
development.  Enlargement  of  the  sewer  for  a  distance  of  about  100 
yards  has  been  carried  out  at  Twogates. 

Dosthill  and  Hockley.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  a  scheme 
of  enlargement  of  the  sewage  disposal  works,  caused  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  development  in  the  Hockley  area  draining  district  to  these 
works.  The  pumping  station  at  Dosthill  has  been  kept  in  good  order. 

(3)  Rivers. 

The  rivers  in  the  area  are  controlled  by  the  Trent  Catchment 
Board  who  have  done  a  lot  of  work  during  the  year,  cleaning  the 
Tame  and  improving  the  banks. 


SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

New  Houses  erected  in  1937. 


By  the  Rural  District  Council 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  in  Parish  of  Glascote 


Wilnecote 

Amington 

Middleton 

Kingsbury 


Nil 

25 

87 

8 

5 

14 


Total  Houses  139 


I 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwe.lling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  - 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  - 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  -  -  -  -  - 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

( a)  By  owners  - 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

( a)  By  owners  - 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


1218 

1218 

322 

322 


11 


17 


17 


16 


15 

1 


78 


78 
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(c) . — Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms.in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  tit 

SECTION  F. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


11 


3 


Nil 


Nil 


(1)  No  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  year  in  epidemic 
form  except  diphtheria.  Precautions  were  taken  by  the  authority 
during  the  year  in  the  matter  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  or 
measles. 

(2)  During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  a  mild 
epidemic  of  diphtheria  in  parts  of  the  district,  swabs  were  taken  from 
a  number  of  school  children  and  the  classes  were  inspected  at  school, 
a  few  carriers  were  detected. 

(3)  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifiable 
diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Total  Cases  notified.  Total  Deaths- 

Smallpox 
Scarlet-fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric-fever 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Tuberculosis 

(1)  Pulmonary 

(2)  Non-pulmonary 


7 

42 

36 

I 

1 

9 


9 

5 


2 

0 


9 


(3)  During  the  year  there  were  93  patients  admitted  to  the 
Tamworth  Isolation  Hospital  of  which  number,  47  were  from  the  Rural 
District  of  Tamworth,  viz: — 

Diphteria  41 

Scarlet-fever  6 

(4)  Blindness.  No  action  was  necessary. 

(5)  Below  is  a  table  showing  new  cases  and  mortality  for 
Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

.20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 


Totals 


New  i  'ases. 


Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pu 

M. 

F. 

M. 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

6 

1 

Deaths. 


Pulmonary 


M. 


Non- Pulmonary 


M. 


1  — 


2  — 


(5)  Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Health  Visitor  visit 
patients  in  their  homes  when  necessary.  Patients  may  be  admitted  to 
Sanatoria  at  Groundslow,  Prestwood,  Bramcote,  Hertford  Hill  and 
certain  other  places. 

(6)  The  Tamworth  Rural  District  Council  is  a  constiutent 
authority  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Smallpox  Board  and  any  case 
occurring  in  the  district  may  be  removed  to  their  Hospital  at  Moxley. 
The  others  are  nursed  at  home,  more  or  less  isolated. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  LOWSON,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tamworth  Rural 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Report, 
dealing  with  the  work  done  in  my  department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1937. 

The  table  following  gives  a  summary  of  such  work,  and  the 
results  brought  about  by  my  inspections,  etc.  It  will  again  be  observed 
that  the  nuisances  discovered  are  in  excess  of  the  notices  served  ;  this 
is  explained  by  the  fact  in  many  cases  one  notice  embodied  the 
existence  of  several  defects  and  nuisances  which  required  remedying 
and  abating. 

In  addition  to  the  notices,  nuisances,  etc.,  referred  to,  I,  in 
many  instances,  verbally  and  by  letter  intimated  to  the  people 
responsible  what  was  required  to  be  done  at  different  premises  in  the 
district,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  requests  were  complied  with, 
and  obviated  the  necessity  of  serving  the  formal  notices  and  reporting 
same  at  your  monthly  meetings. 

House  Refuse  Department. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  the  Parishes  of  Amington,  Glascote  and  Wilnecote,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  few  causes  for  complaint  have  arisen. 

Refuse  removal  was  more  efficiently  carried  out  with  the  use  of 
the  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  freighter  than  it  had  been  with  horses,  the 
cost  working  out  at  slightly  less  than  7s.  per  house,  per  annum. 


From  the  first  of  April,  1937,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
houses  in  Newton  Regis  to  have  hins  and  the  Council,  with  the  use  of 
freighter  removes  the  refuse  weekly  at  an  inclusive  cost  of  3d.  per 
week,  per  house. 

As  will  he  seen  from  the  table  the  number  oPdustbins  in  use  is 
greatly  in  excess  of  previous  years,  and  this  itself  is  a  decided 
improvement  as  the  refuse  is  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  dwellings 
weekly. 


The  number  of  houses  including  factories,  workshops  and 
schools  in  the  four  parishes  is  estimated  at  2,506,  and  the  sanitary 
conveniences  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Totals. 

Amington. 

Glascote. 

Wilnecote. 

Newton 

Regis. 

Water  Closets 

2308 

324 

630 

1346 

8 

Bins 

2389 

314 

619 

1334 

122 

Dry  Ashpits 

43 

10 

11 

22 

— 

Privy  Middens 

200 

38 

10 

38 

114 

Pail  Closets 

10 

_ 

_ 

10 

_ 

The  population  of  these  four  parishes  is  estimated  as  8,723 
persons. 

Where  sewers  are  available  in  the  Parish  of  Kingsbury  Water 
Closets  have  been  fixed  to  the  houses  in  the  various  hamlets  in  the 


following  percentages  : — 

Kingsbury  Village 

99% 

Hurley  Village 

90% 

Hurley  Common 

90% 

Wood  End 

95% 

Dosthill 

100% 

Coton,  Whateley  and  Bodymoor  .Heath  are  sparsely  populated 
districts  and  there  are  no  sewers  available. 

Drainage  Work. 

In  connection  with  the  conversion  of  privies  into  water  closets, 
in  many  cases  it  was  necessary  to  lay  new  drainage. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

Thirteen  slaughter  houses  are  on  the  register,  three  are 
registered  and  ten  are  licensed  for  one  year. 

One  license  was  cancelled. 

Visits  are  made  to  the  slaughter  houses  at  irregular  intervals,  it 
is  difficult  to  make  regular  inspection  as  some  of  them  are  15  miles 
apart. 

Notices  to  cleanse  and  purify  were  served  in  two  cases,  which 
were  complied  with. 

2,192  lbs.  of  butcher’s  meat  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food 
and  was  destroyed. 

A  deputation  from  the  Butchers’  Association  and  representatives 
of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  were 
received  by  the  Committee  and  the  question  of  stunning  sheep  by 
shooting  was  considered. 

The  Committee  after  full  deliberation  decided  to  continue  as  at 
present  and  not  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  to  adopt 
the  Royal  Society  suggestion. 

21  Notifications  to  slaughter  animals  upon  private  premises 
were  received. 

In  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925,  which  is 
administered  by  the  County  Council,  24  notifications  of  slaughter  were 


received  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder  ...  ...  4 

Giving  Tuberculous  Milk  ...  ...  8 

Suffering  from  Tuberculous  emaciation  ...  4 

Suffering  from  chronic  cough  and  showing 

signs  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  8 

Total  24 


These  animals  were  slaughtered  in  other  adjoining  districts  and 
the  officials  were  notified  by  telephone  in  each  case. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1929. 

There  is  a  deal  of  work  to  be  done  in  connection  with  the 
production  of  Milk. 


During  the  year  six  farmers  had  new  sheds  erected  whilst  four 
others  had  old  sheds  reconditioned  and  brought  up  to  a  reasonable 
standard. 

The  County  Council  says  that  it  is  desirable  that  producers  of 
Milk  should  sterilize  all  utensils  used  in  connection  with  production, 
and  this  has  been  done  in  several  cases  to  advantage  by  electrically 
operated  apparatus,  and  in  some  cases  the  keeping  qualities  of  the  Milk 
have  been  improved. 

Before  a  license  is  granted  to  produce  Accredited  Milk,  the 
County  Medical  Otficer  in  conjunction  with  your  officers  first  satisfies 
himself  that  the  methods  and  premises  are  satisfactory  for  the  purpose. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  is  : — 

Wholesale  -  99 

Retail  -  65 

57  Farmers  have  licenses  to  produce  Accredited  Milk. 

One  farmer  has  a  license  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Supplementary  Licenses  were  granted  to  distributors  whose 
premises  are  not  in  the  district,  viz : — 

2  Accredited. 

2  .Tuberculin  Tested. 

1  Pasteurised. 

Vans  used  as  Dwellings. 

Tents,  vans  and  similar  structures  used  as  dwellings  that  have 
attended  various  fails  and  at  other  times  have  been  examined,  etc.,  and 
enquiries  made  as  regards  sickness.  It  is  desirable  that  these  dwellings 
should  not  be  packed  too  close  together. 

Licenses  were  granted  in  two  instances,  one  at  Glascote  and  one 
in  Wilnecote,  for  camping  ground  for  a  limited  number  of  vans  or  tents 
in  accordance  with  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

55  Licenses  were  granted  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
Petroleum  and  Carbide  of  Calcium.  In  cases  where  the  proposed  site 
was  unsuitable  such  alterations  were  made  before  the  license  was  issued. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  number  of  petrol  driven 
vehicles  is  ever  increasing  and  under  certain  conditions  are  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  Acts. 
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Where  tilling  stations  are  proposed  in  proximity  to  the 
highways,  the  consent  of  the  County  Council  is  first  obtained  for  the 
position  of  the  pumps,  which  have  to  be  painted  a  standard  colour  for 
the  County,  Holly  Green. 

Water  Supplies. 

Kingsbury  has  a  piped  supply  from  three  sources,  viz.  : — 

1.  Dumble  Springs — Kingsbury  Village  &  Bodymoor  Heath. 

2.  Baxterley — Hurley  and  Whateley. 

3.  Dosthill— The  Tamworth  Joint  Waterworks. 

Austrey,  Newton  Regis,  Seckington  and  Middleton. 

The  greater  portion  of  these  Parishes  have  now  a  piped  supply 
from  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  and  advantage  has 
been  taken  in  a  number  of  cases,  water  being  used  from  this  source  by:— 

108  houses  in  Newton  Regis. 

20  ,,  ,,  Austrey. 

10  ,,  ,,  Seckington. 

90  ,,  „  Middleton. 

Negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for  further  additions  to  this 
number. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  74  factories  and  workshops  in  the  District,  all  of 
which  have  been  examined  during  the  year. 

New  Factories. 

1 .  Preparations  are  being  made  to  establish  a  new  factory  at 
Twogates,  Wilnecote,  for  the  manufacture  of  machines  to  be  used  for 
the  sterilization  of  Milk  utensils. 

2.  New  Brickworks  at  Hockley. 

3.  A  new  gravel  quarry  has  been  established  at  Bodymoor 
Heath  and  is  doing  a  very  good  trade. 

One  notice  was  issued  for  the  cleansing,  limewashing,  etc. 

Two  notices  for  the  improvements  to  sanitary  conveniences 
have  been  issued,  all  have  been  remedied. 

The  attention  of  two  occupiers  was  called  to  the  need  for 
limewashing  and  cleansing  of  sanitary  conveniences. 


15 


Three  notifications  were  received  from  His  Majesty’s  Inspector, 
and  the  matters  referred  to  were  attended  to.  No  omissions  of 
occupiers  to  exhibit  Abstracts  of  Factory  Acts  were  met  with. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  factories  and  workshops. 


Workshops. 


Factories. 


Carpenters 

7 

Corn  Mills 

1 

Wheelwrights 

- 

2 

Bakehouses 

1 

Dressmakers 

- 

4 

Brick  Works 

7 

Cycle  Repairers 

- 

3 

Sanitary  Pipe  Works 

3 

Shoemakers 

- 

3 

Collieries 

4 

Blacksmiths 

- 

5 

Motor  Garages 

8 

Plumbers 

- 

7 

Motor  Engineer  Works 

1 

Paperhangers 

- 

6 

Gravel  Quarry 

1 

Boat  Builders 

- 

2 

Sand  Pit 

- 

2 

Bakehouses 

- 

7 

Total 

48 

Total 

26 

Schools. 

Disinfectants 

are  su 

pplied 

to  Schools  as  required  and 

more 

particularly  for  use  during  the  summer  holidays  or  when  there  is 
sickness  amongst  the  scholars. 


The  Teachers  render  every  assistance  and  are  able  to  detect 
Sickness  at  an  early  stage  and  by  excluding  suspected  children  prevent 
what  may  be  in  many  cases  ;  an  epidemic. 


Utensils  and  books  known  to  have  been  used  by  children 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  have  been  destroyed,  also  books 
from  the  libraries  which  have  been  found  at  infected  homes. 


Housing. 

Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  houses  in  all  Parishes  and 
particulars  of  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  Section  D  of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  report. 

Housing  Rural  Worker’s  Act,  1926. 

Buildings  at  Amington  Hall  have  been  converted  into  four 
dwellings  which  are  now  occupied  by  Agricultural  Workers,  a  grant  of 
£350  was  made  towards  the  cost. 
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Overcrowding,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Original  cases  numbering  62  were  reduced  on  personal 
investigation  to  53  overcrowding  cases.  To  this  number  must  be  added 
10,  the  number  of  cases  which  arose  during  1937.  These  were  cases, 
which  possibly  overcrowded  at  the  time  of  preliminary  enumeration 
had  developed  into  overcrowded  cases.  The  number  of  cases  which 
were  abated  during  the  same  period  was  24.  This  leaves  a  nett  total 
of  39  overcrowded  houses. 

These  39  cases  have  been  issued  with  temporary  licenses  or 
letters  giving  authority  to  allow  overcrowding  until  such  time  as 
alternative  accommodation  can  be  offered,  which  in  most  parishes  will 
be  early  in  1938. 

Proceedings  were  being  taken  against  one  case  of  overcrowding, 
which  arose  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Phthisis. 

After  deaths  from  consumption  the  houses  are  disinfected  and 
as  a  rule  the  walls  are  stripped  of  paper,  cleansed  and  treated  with 
distemper,  your  Council  agreeing  to  pay  one  half  of  the  cost.  In 
several  cases  bedding  was  destroyed  and  replaced  at  the  expenses  of 
the  Council. 

Bed  Bugs. 

In  two  cases  houses  were  sprayed  and  fumigated  with  special 
Disinfectant,  since  when  no  further  complaint  has  arisin. 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877—1934. 

The  length  of  canal  in  this  district  is  about  eight  miles,  5  miles 
of  Birmingham  Canal  from  Bodymoor  Heath,  and  3  miles  of  Coventry 
Canal  to  Shuttington  boundary. 

For  the  purpose  of  examining  canal  boats'  I  have  made 
periodical  visits  to  the  various  docks,  locks  and  wharves. 

One  new  boat  has  been  registered,  making  a  total  of  162,  and 
one  boat  has  been  cancelled,  making  the  total  number  of  cancellations 
34,  this  leaves  a  nett  total  on  the  register  of  128  boats  used  as 
dwellings. 

Forty-three  boats  have  been  examined,  thirty-four  of  which 
conformed  to  the  Regulations.  Nine  boats  had  defects  or  omissions 
which  have  been  remedied. 

The  cabins  were  registered  for  occupation  by  123  adult  persons 
and  were  occupied  by  105  persons,  as  follows  : — 
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Male  adults 

42 

Female  adults 

38 

Children  of  school  age 

13 

Children  under  school  age 

12 

105 

The  ages  of  the  children  I  classify  as  follows : — 


2  aged  1 1  years. 


3 


2 

3 

4 
2 


10 

9 

8 

6 

5 


9 


4 


6 

1 


3 

2 


Seventeen  masters  make  the  cabins  their  homes,  and 
twenty-six  have  homes  where  they  reside  with  their  families  when 
not  on  board. 

No  boats  were  met  with  carrying  offensive  cargoes. 


With  only  two  exceptions,  the  boats  were  kept  very  clean,  and 
credit  is  dne  to  the  women  folk  who  seem  to  take  a  pride  in  their  very 
small  homes. 


The  children  were  very  healthy  and  well  cared  for  but  as  a 
rule  they  are  only  at  a  stopping  place  about  2  days  and  consequently 
get  very  little  school  education. 


Twenty-two  contraventions  were  met  with  on  nine  boats: — 


6  Registration 
4  Absence  of  Certificate 
1  Certificate  not  identifying  owner 

1  Marking 

2  Uncleanliness 

4  Painting  required 
1  Ventilation  (temporary) 

1  Dilapidation 

2  No  proper  water  vessel 

22 


No  infectious  disease  was  met  with  and  therefore  no  boats 
detained  for  disinfection. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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MM  ARY  OF  SANITARY 

WORK  OF 

DISTRICT, 

1937. 

Inspections 

and 

Observations 

Notices 

Nuisances 

abated 

after 

made. 

Served. 

Notice 

(  Foul  Conditions 

1 25 

28 

28 

Structural  Defects 

426 

101 

98 

Overcrowding 

ISO 

63 

24 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

37 

11 

4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

650 

5 

5 

Cow  Sheds 

650 

2 

2 

Bakehouses 

49 

1 

1 

Slaughter  Houses 

192 

2 

2 

Canal  Boats 

43 

9 

9 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

2814 

203 

189 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

36 

3 

3 

Water  Closets 

1500 

78 

78 

(  Defective  Traps 

J  No  Disconnections 

218 

155 

148 

|  Other  Faults 

Water  Supply 

415 

269 

258 

Pigsties 

48 

4 

3 

Animals  improperly  kept 

2 

1 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

38 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

84 

3 

3 

Dirty  Houses 

8 

2 

2 

Totals  . . . 

7517 

941 

859 

Unwholesome  Food  surrendered  -  2192  lbs. 

„  Tinned  Milk  surrendered  — 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  10 

,,  „  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  8 

„  ,,  regarded  as  of  good  quality  2 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Destroyed  ...  4 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  53 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  to  schools  as  required 
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